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From the Principal’s Desk 
And . . .just like that, it is April!  Typically from April to the end of the school year 
is a very busy time.  Teachers are beginning to explore options that may include 
some field trips toward the end of the school year.  It also looks like some 
community cultural events at the Loos Center for Cultural Arts in Woodstock will 
be starting back up again.  We will keep you posted through emails, flyers home 
with students, and information on our website when events are planned.  Please 
continue to check for updated information so you don’t miss out on any deadlines!     
 
Eastford Elementary School will be closed the week of April 18 through April 
22 for our spring vacation, and there will be no school on Friday, April 15 for 
the Good Friday holiday.  When we return from this break, and through the month 
of May, students in grades 3-8 will be taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
in the areas of ELA and Math.   The Next Generation Science Assessment will 
also be given to students in grades 5 and 8.  A testing schedule will be shared with 
all students and families as we get closer.  It is important that students are well 
rested and eat a good breakfast so that they have the energy, stamina, and 
concentration to do their best.  It is also important that they arrive to school on 
time.  Typically, a set time period of not more than an hour will be set aside for the 
first thing each morning that students are testing, and after testing is completed 
for that day, students will resume their typical schedules.  
 
Toward the end of April, students at all grade levels will be completing a school 
climate survey in school, and classroom teachers will share a link with families 
to access our annual school climate survey for parents/guardians.  We appreciate 
your feedback and look carefully at each response so that we can set goals and 
work toward continuous improvement.  We ask that you only send in/complete one 
response per family to give us the most accurate data.  If you would prefer to have 
a paper copy of the survey, please let your child’s homeroom teacher or Ms. 
Murana know and we will get that to you.  The survey will close on May 6.   
 

April 
2022 

Shaping Futures 
Together 
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The EES PTO is sponsoring the spring Scholastic Book Fair during the week of 
May 2 – May 6.  This will be a buy one/get one (BOGO) opportunity.  The PTO will 
share additional details about this, including hours of operation.   
 
I want to thank our Auction Committee for another successful Goods and Services 
Auction.  The annual auction was held on March 26 to raise money to support our 
eighth grade student trip to Washington, D.C.  Typically, the Auction is held in 
November, but adjustments were made due to Covid.  Many on our Auction 
committee have eighth graders and will be moving on to other ventures after this 
school year.  We greatly need new volunteers to step up to continue our 
tradition of being able to fully fund the trip to Washington, D.C. for all our 
students.  The committee will be regrouping before the end of this school year to 
begin plans to hold the Auction again in November for next year’s students.  This 
committee is NOT just for parents of eighth graders.  The money raised is 
proportionately divided between grades five through eight so that by the time 
students are in eighth grade, enough money has been raised.  Let’s work together 
to continue this tradition!    
  
We continue to accept both preschool and kindergarten registrations for the 
2022-2023 school year.  Students currently in preschool do not have to register 
for kindergarten, but please spread the word if you know others in town that are 
eligible to attend kindergarten.  Registration information is available on the school 
website.  Click on the ‘Parent’ tab and then ‘Forms.’ Our preschool program 
operates under a School Readiness Grant through the Office of Early Childhood 
and, as such, comes with specific guidelines.  In order for us to remain eligible for 
the Grant, sixty percent or more of the children enrolled in our program should be 
from families whose income is at or below 75% of the State Median Income.  
Enrollment acceptance is determined and communicated to families by June so 
that other arrangements can be made as needed.  
 
I would like to remind everyone that our Board of Education has a Wellness 
Policy (no.6142.101) This policy is designed to promote the health and well-being 
of district students, to review any available state or federal guidance on wellness 
issues, and to assist in formulating recommendations for specific goals and 
guidelines aimed at promoting lifelong wellness practices among district students. 
In alignment with this Policy, students are discouraged from consuming 
beverages with high sugar or caffeine content during the school day, and 
carbonated beverages and glass containers are not allowed.  Many 
students now carry water bottles around with them throughout the school day.  
These should only be used to hold water, not other high sugar, caffeinated or 
carbonated beverages.  Students are permitted to have juice, milk and other non-
carbonated beverages during designated snack and lunch times, but students will 
be asked to dispose of any liquids other than water if they are not consumed 
during these designated times.  In other words, students should not be walking 
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into the building with their Dunkin coffee in the morning or sipping a Monster 
energy drink throughout the afternoon!   
 
As we move through the month, we will continue to keep you updated on spring 
activities as they evolve.  Don’t forget that our PTO and Readiness Council parent 
groups continue to meet virtually on a monthly basis.  All parents/guardians are 
welcome to attend either or both of these meetings.  Readiness meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM and PTO meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 PM.  Let me know if you are interested and I can share login 
information with you.  
 
Enjoy the spring weather! 
Mrs. McCombe 
 
 
 
 
 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

http://lasacs.com/cp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Health News – Mrs. Roto, R.N., B.S.N. 
 

 
 
Happy Spring to all. Happily, I don’t have too much to report on the COVID front 
this month.  We are following the guidance from the DPH and tracking the data so 
we can continue to have mask wearing as a personal choice in school.   
The Department of Public Health is strongly encouraging student 
vaccinations.  Vaccination helps the community enjoy some freedoms from 
restrictions and also discourages the mutation of the COVID virus.  
Recently, there has been a higher incidence of respiratory illness among students 
and staff.  It continues to be important to keep your student home if they have any 
of the symptoms on the Daily Home Screening tool, and to take a home test for 
COVID before returning to school. 
Please continue to screen your student for illness and to report any exposure your 
student has had to a person with COVID.  We are required to continue being 
vigilant for COVID.  Mandated reporting for cases, and appropriated isolation and 
quarantine rules still apply for exposures. 
Now that the weather is improving, you should expect your student to spend more 
time outdoors.  It’s a tricky season to dress for, so please pay attention to the 
weather. Students should wear shoes and clothing appropriate for recess play and 
wear layers to accommodate cooler mornings and warmer afternoons.      
I suggest you also do routine checks for ticks since they are more active during the 
spring season.  Some classes walk on the nature trail, and from time to time 
students do pick up ticks from regular play on the playground.   
Make sure your student has a water bottle for school. Our water fountains are 
available for students to fill their bottles throughout the day.  Remember that 
water is the only drink students should be bringing to school. Milk is offered for 
lunch and snack time.  Soda and energy drinks are not appropriate drink choices 
for school regardless of age or grade.    
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Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Burgess 

 
Music News 

Visit classroom music information at https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite 
Visit Google Classroom for Instrumental Lesson Information 

 
Here’s what is happening in the music department at EES! 

 
Grades Pre-K- 2 are having fun singing songs about what happens at bedtime, 
making beats with rhythm sticks, moving to fun songs and working on 
coordination (front, back, left, right, side to side, hop, skip…etc.).  Next, we are 
learning a song for Memorial Day called ‘Americans We’, which is on the Music 
Website and can be practiced at home (the whole family can learn it)!  SEE MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY BELOW!    
 
Grades 1-4 are playing Xylophones to build their sense of pitch and rhythm!  We 
are experiencing color and emotion in music, dark, light, happy, sad. Next, we are 
learning a song for Memorial Day called ‘Americans We’, which is on the Music 
Website and can be practiced at home (the whole family can learn it)!  SEE MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY BELOW!    
  
Grade 3-5 have been singing songs about Science and are recording them now.  
They will be a part of our iMovie Musical Science Rocks which will come out in 
April.    
 
Grade 5 students have started to play the Guitar.  Chords we know are G, Em, C 
and D7. Next, we are learning a song for Memorial Day called ‘Americans We’, 
which is on the Music Website and can be practiced at home (the whole family can 
learn it)!  SEE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY BELOW!    
   
Grade 6-8 students are now working on Music Production with Garage Band.  
They have learned how to create audio tracks, use beat and sound loops and make 
their own songs.  We will also be working with iMovie to learn about video 
production. These grades are also learning a song for Memorial Day called 
‘Americans We’, which is on the Music Website and can be practiced at home (the 
whole family can learn it)!  SEE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMORIAL 
DAY BELOW!    
 
Mr. Tomanelli is looking for as many EES students as possible to come to 
the Memorial Day Parade in Eastford on Monday, May 30, 2022 and sing 
the song ‘Americans We’!  We are practicing it in music class and it can be 
found on the Music Website with the words to practice at home (if the 

https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite
https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite
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whole family learns it, then come along and sing with us).  Let’s gather 
together and show our Patriotic Spirit to remember and honor our 
Veterans.   
       
Instrumental lessons continue with students making significant progress with 
sound production and creating music on instruments which are essentially an 
extension of our voices.  They have added more notes and increased their range 
and knowledge of rhythm to master simple melodies. Advanced students continue 
working through their lesson books focusing on dynamics, loud and soft, 
articulation, short and long, hard and soft and reading increasingly complex 
rhythms.  The hope is that they will be ready to resume band class as soon as 
possible to advance their playing even more.  We are looking forward to recruiting 
new instrumentalists from the third grade to begin next school year.  
As always, it is a pleasure working with EES students and we are very 
proud of their progress!!!  
 
Instrumental Music: 
 
Congratulations to Aiden Abbamonte for 100% lesson attendance this past 
marking period! 
 
Thank you to Owen Budd, David Budd and Kyleigh Murphy for their performance 
at the EES Auction. Their four selections were excellent! 
 
As the weather warms and there are more activities outside, students are 
reminded that regular practice is essential for progress. Depending on grade level, 
students should practice at least four times per week, between ten to twenty 
minutes each time. 
 

 
Mr.Tomanelli and Mr.Burgess    

 
 
 

Art News – Ms. Budd 

In art this year, we have been working on teaching for artistic behaviors 
(TABS). This shifts the focus away from having students follow rigid steps and 
instead opens a world of options for each student to make something entirely 
unique. 

 Each class period is opened with a brief introduction of a project and all 
necessary materials are placed out. From there the students may choose to do that 
assignment, a project they made up, or work in their sketchbooks. In this way all 
students are given a launch point from which they can determine what they want 
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to create. Students who prefer following a set of steps can, and those who are more 
interested in pursuing something else have that freedom. Students are also 
encouraged to ask for any additional materials they may want to use for whatever 
they are making.  

The goal is to foster in students their own artistic behaviors and processes. 
Leaving assignments more open-ended gives them many opportunities for creative 
problem solving. This process of self-directed creation helps students stretch their 
brains in new directions. In the end, success of a project is determined by how each 
student engages in their art making process rather than the physical artwork 
created.  

At EES, this approach has led to quite exciting results, including 
impromptu group projects when students decide to collaborate with each other. 
Such collaborations have included a life-size cardboard cutout, the Grinch collage, 
a skate park for mini skateboards, and so on. Some students have decided to make 
masks, books, 3-D paper projects and other self-directed projects.  

 
 
 

Science & Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch  
Kindergarten scientists have begun a new unit, learning about the concepts of 
push/pull and other words that describe work (such as toss, scrub, mix, drill, dig, 
lift, move, dump, and turn).  We have also explored big pieces of equipment that 
make work so much easier for us.  These have included dump trucks, excavators, 
and bulldozers.  Next, we will be exploring how walls can be knocked down.     
 
Our Grade 1 scientists have studied sound.  They know that a vibration must 
occur for us to hear sound.  We made this vibration visual by moving a piece of 
paper, and then by causing a ruler to “twang.”  We have also begun our study of 
light by learning about the vocabulary words, “transparent,” “translucent,” and 
“opaque.”  Our scientists have also created mini stained-glass windows, and made 
observations to describe them.        
  
Grade 2 scientists have begun a new unit, exploring engineering and design.  We 
have learned that inventors need to keep trying even when things don’t work out.  
We have examined different types of fabric, and found that they may have a 
variety of uses (waterproof, absorbent, warm, soft, stretchy).  Students created 
hats using materials provided to them, with the goal of making something 
comfortable to protect them from the sun.     
 
Grade 8 Algebra I students have completed the Olympics-related STEM activity of 
creating a bobsled.  Over time, they completed trial runs and modified their 
bobsleds to make them more effective.  Our “course” was the red twisty slide on 
the playground.  All students successfully completed this activity.  We also read 
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the picture book, What Do You Do With an Idea?, and talked about the importance 
of helping our ideas to grow; this was supplemented by discussion of several ideas 
that have helped to change the world. 
 
During the month of March, all of our students learned about rainbows and where 
their colors come from.  They know that we see sunlight as white light, but a prism 
separates out all of the colors of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
violet/purple).  We mixed a few drops of dish soap and water, blew bubbles with a 
straw, and observed rainbows in the bubbles that formed. 
 
Donna R. Lynch, Science and Enrichment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

http://codegolf.stackexchange.com/questions/75395/draw-the-rainbow
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Grade K News – Ms. Garvie 
 
The month of March has been a very busy time for the Kindergarten class!  
Children have been working on “How To” books during writing workshop.  We 
have come up with some very interesting topics including:  How to Cut Down a 
Tree and How to Draw a Dinosaur.  Children have also learned how to be an avid 
reader and many children have come so far in the number of ‘snap’ words they can 
read.  I am very proud of all of the hard work these kids have been putting into 
their reading and writing! 
Read Across America Week was a huge success.  Spirit week and the door 
decorating contest really got the children excited about reading.  Please check out 
some pictures from that week below.   
We also had another exciting visit from Mystic Aquarium in March!  We learned 
about different types of reptiles and some fun facts about each of them.  Then we 
were able to touch a leopard gecko and check out an American bullfrog.  
 
In addition:  If you know of any families with children planning to attend 
kindergarten next year, let them know that we have some kindergarten transition 
activities coming soon.  Thursday April 14 at 9:30 am will be a story time and 
activity with Ms. Garvie.  More fun transition activities will be shared with 
families soon. 
 
Below you will find pictures of Read Across America week. Enjoy! 
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Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill 
 
Students were busy this month on the CILC (Center for Interactive Learning and 
Collaboration) platform. First, Ranger Leah from Kenai Fjords National Park 
expanded students’ understanding of ice fields and the glaciation impacts on the 
United States. She inspired a sense of wonder and stewardship for the ice that 
continues to shape our planet and encouraged us to be landscape detectives in our 
area. Next, Miss Liz the Science Wiz and author Valerie Marsh joined students to 
explore Science, Art, and storytelling! Students developed an appreciation for 
physical science and meteorology through hands-on learning. Finally, Ranger 
Jessica from Denali National Park and Preserve taught students about Denali’s 
freight-hauling dogs. Students learned about physical and behavioral adaptations 
that they need to be good at their jobs in subarctic Alaska. They have thick double 
layer coats, a bushy tail, large – compact toes, and a desire to RUN! It was a busy 
month visiting with special people and places! 
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ELA – Mr. Phelps 
In Language Arts, grades 5 through 8 are finishing up their nonfiction-reading 
unit with a research project using Google Slides to showcase their work.  Students 
were asked to select a research topic, ask a research question, and then find 
information from a variety of sources: a book source, a visual source, an online 
article from a database, a website, and a source of their choice. Students will also 
determine whether these sources are credible based on the process we have 
learned in class.  In May, students will be taking the Smarter Balanced 
assessments for ELA and Math and students in grades 5 and 8 will also take the 
Next Generation Science Assessment.  A specific testing schedule will be shared as 
we move closer to May.   
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 
Now that spring is upon us, students will be spending more time outside, and the 
science classes will be focusing on environmental topics.  Here’s a recap of some of 
the activities we have completed lately: 
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Creating Graphic Novels All About Science Using Technology 

                                             
                                            Surrounded By a Sea of Science Books 
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Social Studies News – Mr. Kernan  
 
Grade 5 
 
 Grade 5 students have recently concluded their instruction of the American 
Revolution. Students were introduced to battle techniques, the harsh conditions of 
the Revolutionary soldier, the alliances that existed between nations, and how we 
won our freedom. This was an exciting opportunity to use technology to interact 
with history and understand how technology assisted the colonists in the 18th 
century. 
 As is customary in this unit, sharing stories of the common soldier to 
include Tim Murphy and Daniel Morgan was part of our learning. We shared 
stories of how women were essential to the espionage of the time and contributed 
to our victory. These are the exciting and engaging elements of a unit like this. 
Conversely, we also shared how Connecticut’s own Benedict Arnold betrayed 
George Washington and joined the British in the middle of the war.  

We have moved onto the writing of the US Constitution. Look for work 
samples the students will bring home. 
 
Grades 6 - 8 
 
 Currently, our middle school students are working their way through World 
War II. While I have scaffolded the lesson to meet each grade level where they are, 
overall, we have studied the rise of Nazi Germany and the propaganda used to 
push their brand. In this process, we worked to understand concepts such as 
antisemitism, territorial expansion, and an attempt to create a racially pure state.  
 We have also worked to understand the impacts of the Treaty of Versailles. 
This was an agreement at the end of World War I that was intended to punish 
Germany. In Social Studies, understanding cause and effect is really important to 
connecting historical events. Understanding how the world went from the Treaty 
of Versailles to the invasion of Poland in 1939 is essential to understanding the 
events we are working on. As we progress, we will examine the Holocaust and the 
efforts made by the Allied forces to eventually bring down Hitler and the Nazi’s 
and how we ‘island hopped’ in the Pacific to defeat the Japanese Empire. 
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Media Center – Mrs. Bibeault & Mrs. Boyd 

Students in grades 2-8 have been participating in the March Madness Tournament 
of Books. Students have had the opportunity to read or have the first chapters or 
whole book read to them to learn about the 2022 Nutmeg Nominees books. Each 

week they have been voting for their favorites. Once our voting for fun is wrapped 
up, students will have the opportunity to vote for their top favorite of all the 
nominees in their age range. These votes will be sent to the Nutmeg Steering 

Committee to be included in the voting for the actual Nutmeg winner!  
https://www.nutmegaward.org/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.nutmegaward.org/
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Recently students in grades 5-8 had the opportunity to visit the Eastford Public 
Library to meet Mrs. Platt and Mrs. Burgess. They learned that the library has a 
3D printer, a Cricut maker and lots of books! Below are the links shared with 
students to download the free software needed to design projects. Bring your 
designs on a flash drive/memory stick so they can be created at the public library. 
Adults can come to the library to use the resources too! 

  
3D Printer 

Download Tinkercad free software https://www.tinkercad.com.  
Design your project at home. Bring filament and use the library’s 3D printer!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cricut Maker 2 
Download Cricut Design Space free software. https://help.cricut.com/hc/en-
us/articles/360009428814-Downloading-and-Installing-Design-Space 
Create a free account with your parent’s permission. Design your project at  
home.  Bring vinyl and use the library’s Cricut Maker! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Catalog 
Search for books at the Eastford Public Library through the online catalog. 
 https://efrd.agverso.com/home?cid=efrd&lid=efrd 
  

https://www.tinkercad.com/
https://help.cricut.com/hc/en-us/articles/360009428814-Downloading-and-Installing-Design-Space
https://help.cricut.com/hc/en-us/articles/360009428814-Downloading-and-Installing-Design-Space
https://efrd.agverso.com/home?cid=efrd&lid=efrd
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National Library Week - April 3–9, 2022 

 

Connect with your school library 
 

Story & Craft 
EES Library 

Monday, April 25, 2022 
4:15pm-5:15pm 

Open to Children and Families   
(Grades 2 and under) 

 
Please RSVP to library@eastfordct.org 
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Physical Education – Mr. Bridgewater 
 

 
 
 

Physical Education 
The weather is starting to finally warm up and it is the perfect time of year 

to start planning some fun, outdoor physical activities! We are finishing up 
badminton/beach balls and will start ultimate frisbee afterwards. Once the 
weather gets warmer, we will try to go outside more often so please tell your 
child/children to bring a water bottle and dress appropriately on PE days since 
they won’t be able to go back inside once we start.  

Also, we will be starting fitness testing within the next month or two for 
students in grades 3-8. Prior to the fitness test, we will be practicing each aspect to 
better prepare for it, but students should be encouraged to practice their pushups 
and sit-ups at home! 
 

Health 
Grade 5 is finishing up learning to build healthy relationships and will soon 

have a test on this material. Students in grade 6 will finish their unit on physical 
activity and will have a project/test. In grade 7 we are completing a unit on 
communicable diseases and then will start learning about noncommunicable 
diseases. Lastly, grade 8 continues to learn about harmful substances such as 
tobacco and alcohol. I am excited to have Mrs. Jeannine Spink join us in May to 
provide CPR instruction to our students in grades 7 and 8!  This is a fantastic 
opportunity for our students.   
 
Thank you and have a great April!  
 
Mr. Bridgewater  
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EASTFORD SENIORS 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022. 
 
LEARN-AT-LUNCH 
 
EASTFORD - 11:30 AM -   
Speakers:  Northeast Probate Court Judge Leah 
Schad & Chief Clerk Mary Ann Champney,  
 
Topic:  "What Does the Probate Court Do?" 
Conservators, Guardians, CT's Probate System, 
children in need, local resources, & more.  
 
The Eastford Senior Citizens will host the 
program in the Lower Level of the Eastford Town 
Office Building. Limited Seating, Call/Text 860-
538-8868 to reserve a seat & snack.  Parking 
available at 12 Westford Rd., Eastford, CT.  
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